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NEWS ADVISORY 

Advocating for a Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care Center in MN 
This new care model would provide a new nursing option to parents of medically complex children 

What:  Press Conference regarding Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care Center (PPEC) at the Minnesota 
State Capitol. 

Who: Chief authors of the PPEC bill: Representative Heather Edelson and Senator Jason Rarick. Speakers 
will also include community advocates comprised of patient families and health care professionals.  

When: Wednesday, February 27, 2019 from 10am-11am. 

Where: Press Conference Room B971, Minnesota State Capitol, 75 Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr 
Boulevard, St. Paul, MN 55155. 

Why: Recognizing the unique needs of the medically complex population, a PPEC is a proven, innovative 
model that will improve access to care for families seeking an alternative choice to prolonged hospital stays 
when nursing is unavailable. A PPEC would give parents of children with medical complexities the option 
to drop their child off at the center, for up to 12.5 hours per day. Centers are designed specifically to fit 
complex medical needs, and are staffed with licensed health care professionals and trained caregivers 
offering a team approach to care. This would give parents the opportunity to work and fulfill daytime 
commitments just like any other parent. 

“We have a nursing crisis here in Minnesota, and medically complex children are not able to discharge from 
the hospital due to lack of nurses,” said MN Representative Heather Edelson. “The PPEC would provide 
an option to one-to-one home care nursing for families during the day and provide a safe environment 
where these kids can get the high quality nursing care they require.” 

“The workforce shortage is impacting the entire nation,” said Senator Jason Rarick, “We just don’t have 
enough nurses. This innovative model would free up scarce nursing resources, which would allow more 
children with medical complexities to discharge from the hospital, and thrive at home and in the 
community.” 

Other benefits of a PPEC include: 
• Dependable care option
• Cost savings to the state as compared to prolonged hospital stays due to lack of nursing
• Innovative solution to the healthcare workforce crisis
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• Proven to work in states across the U.S. 
 
Learn more and hear from a patient family directly impacted at the press conference on Wednesday, 
February 27 from 10am-11am at the MN State Capitol. 

 
 


